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The beautiful Harley Davidson motorcycle is my brother-in-law's, Jeff Vann, Kathy's brother. I have owned a Honda 400 and two other motorcycles.  I sold the Honda 400 to a friend of mine.  I lived in Green River Wyoming, for a couple of months, while I was working for Big-O-Tires in Rock Springs.  One morning while driving my motorcycle to work, on the freeway, a big wind came up and nearly scared me to death.  It was a four lane freeway, I was riding on the inside lane, all of a sudden that big wind hit my motorcycle and the next thing I knew; I was riding in the outside lane.  This incident scared me so bad that I pulled onto the shoulder and stopped the motorcycle and just sat there for a couple minutes trying to regain my composure. I figured it was not my time to leave this life and needed to find a different form of transportation to work.  
So I took my family and moved closer to work, moving into Rock Springs. Then I took the motorcycle over to a used car dealer which was clients of Big-O- Tires.  They let me use one of their cars, and put the motorcycle up for sale, in their lot on consignment.  The motorcycle never sold.  
This was the time when I started having heart problems, in January of 1983, not due the freeway incident.  My health was deteriorating quickly and I became so tired that I could only work a four hour day.  I went to see a heart specialist at the LDS Hospital in Salt Lake City, Utah.  He told me that I needed open heart surgery and so I moved my family back to Ogden, moving in with my x-wife's parents.  The last time I rode that motorcycle was up the ramp, of the utility trailer.  When I got into town I called a good friend, Rick Bennett, and asked him if he would like to buy the motorcycle.  He said that he always liked that motorcycle and to bring it up to his house, so I drove to his home and we unloaded the motorcycle off the trailer.  That was the last time I rode a motorcycle. This picture was taken when I was sitting on Jeff's Harley in his driveway, in 2000.         Tom Baker      4/1/2003
