Memories of Don
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The Deseret Rat Blues Band, consisting mostly of

 Deseret News staffers, jams at the paper’s awards banquet. 
 Alan Edwards, left, Lucy Campbell-Weber, Elaine Jarvik (hidden),
 Elaine Toronto, the late Don Baker and his wife, Andrea, and Tom Smart.

Jeffrey D. Allred, Deseret News

The Pondering man remembers his dear brother Don.
Even though it has been four years since he passed on.
Using the heavenly calendar it really hasn't been that long,
Listening to "Have I Done Any Good?" his favorite LDS song.

What lessons can be learned from this dear departed soul's life?
Showing forth an example of true giving through toil and strife.
Being grateful to have him sealed to Andrea, his loving eternal wife.
Memories of hands together, cutting their wedding cake with a knife.

Scanning his light house collection, each showing a beacon of light.
Knowing this great man died with honor, standing for truth and right.
Having gratitude for his willingness to help, as he writes adding insight,
Imparting Don's testimony of "The Living Christ", will always burn bright.

The things he chose to be remembered, of his sojourn on earth,
Knowing he had a choice and wanted to make, a difference since birth.
Deciding to use his God given talents, striving to leave things of worth,
Working until the very end, without the time to go to a sick berth.

Hoping the few memories that he left behind, were loving and kind.
Leaving those he cherished, with great comfort & peace of mind.
Assured of his great love for those he would miss and are left behind,
Married for time and eternity to his Andrea, knowing God did them bind.

I'm sure Don wanted to play again with his “Desert Rat Blues Band”.
Writing one last good story to let us know, he took a stand.
Writing precious things from his heart, hoping we will understand,
Thoughts expressed on paper, because he willingly lent a hand.
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Dedicated to my brother’s wonderful wife, Andrea Baker 
