BRIDGES
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In life we all have relationships, either by birth, choice, or those we knew in the pre-existence.  Our relationships then become a matter of choice.  Relationships and bridges made of wood; have a lot in common.  A wooden bridge requires some sort of care, such as scrapping and repainting sections of the bridge.  Weather conditions may have been the cause for replacing the worn and damaged boards, occasionally replacing an entire section.  Without constant care even a bridge made of the best materials available, will deteriorate. 
Relationships as well, need constant care.  Occasionally feelings get hurt and misunderstandings start to arise, sometimes things become more important than people.  When this occurs, sometimes a board of resentment; might need to be replaced.  Pride creeps in and destroys an entire section, along with the main supports.  Then the relationship becomes damaged needing desperate repair.  Regardless of fault, these relationship bridges need to be repaired and strengthened.
The weather of life can truly take its toll on the strongest relationship structures.  Throughout life it is important and necessary that we strengthen the bridges that we have made.  Many people wait until they know their time is short, here on earth, to beginning mending their relationships. Deteriorated bridges of understanding may take more than a couple of months to repair.  Some may require the main supports to be replaced and new sections of love and trust reinstalled.   

My Dad taught me the importance of rebuilding relationship bridges.  Several years ago he suffered a massive heart attack; that nearly took his life.  At that time the relationship bridge, between us, was in need of desperate repair. A couple of sections were missing and needed to be replaced.  I remember him lying in the hospital bed, hooked up to several monitors.  Holding my hand he told me that it was time to bury the hatchet that had been tearing apart our bridge.  
That day, I learned that you can heal a heart by forgiving each other, of human short comings.  When people become more important than things, you can repair, in time, damage to a relationship bridge.  I am so glad that he lived a few more years, so that we became close again. It seems so easy sometimes to make a mountain out of a mole hill.  
The main supports of our relationship bridge were strengthened with love and consideration.  Some of the supports had slipped from the rocks of love and understanding.  The process of taking these supports out of the sands of misunderstanding, and re-cementing them again in the rock of love and consideration takes time.   The power of the atonement makes it possible for any relationship bridge to be made strong once again.
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