A Thanksgiving Gift
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Talents are gifts given to us by God.  An accomplished guitarist like my Brother Don, make his agile fingers an extension of the guitar strings.  Don saw the lyrics in his mind, while feeling the cords in his fingers, no need to look at his finger position on the guitar strings.
 
My brother Don never took his talent for granted.  He continued to improve his skills daily, never becoming complacent, feeling he had accomplished all that God expected of him.  Don played his guitar each day as if this was his last day here on earth.
 
I give thanks at this thanksgiving season, for the special gift he gave to me.  This gift was not wrapped and tied with a bow.  It is more than that, his gift by the nature of it, is long lasting.  Sometimes when we receive a gift that is not material in nature, we discount it.  A great suggestion can be a gift. What about a worthwhile letter, showing your appreciation, or writing a meaningful story.  Many times these will out last something you purchase with money.  A good example is the gift of service, going the extra mile.
 
My Brother Don’s gift to me is letting me know, that I also have the ability to write.  Letting me know that it is important to improve my skills, each time I write.  Striving to do my best work when I write a story or a poem.  My goal is to leave my writings as a gift, that can be handed down from generation to generation.
 Don’s musical gifts that he left continue to live on.  His willingness to help others, not thinking to get gain for his efforts, was exemplary.  Those receiving of his gift are now continuing to do likewise.  
 
To one, he sold a harmonica below his cost.  Brad has continued to do likewise; he has now found a way to put harmonicas in the hands of school age children.  Giving his time and talents, teaching the young people how music and math are related by using a harmonica.  To date he has been able to place in the hands of children over 9,000 harmonicas, with the help of sponsors, willing to freely give.  His next goal is 10,000, and will continue on to get this musical instrument in the hands of many children, at no cost to them.  What value can be placed on my brother’s willingness to help another?
 
Don worked as a newspaper reporter for over 30 years.  During the last few years he owned part interest in a music store.  Every dime my brother Don made, from the music store, went back into the store along with some of the money he earned by working for the newspaper, and putting on musical performances, sharing his  talent.
 
Some may say “Why own a music store, if it doesn’t make you money?”  Don’s reply to that would be “Why have a talent and not share it?”  It is far better to help others discover their talents.  Don’s feelings about reinvesting everything he earned back into the music store, was his reinvesting in others so that might also develop their God given talents.  One cannot place a value on a talent that has been nurtured and shared.
 
This story is my gift to you.  My hope that you will find some simple way to give a Thanksgiving gift to those you care about.
 
Happy Thanksgiving 2005
                                                         ©   Tom Baker
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Ecclesiastes 5:19

Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of God.

1 Corinthians 7:7

For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that.

